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2019 Old Kraft Vineyard 

St. Helena Appellation Zinfandel 
 

It’s a gratifying feeling knowing we helped to save a piece of Napa Valley vineyard history. 

Franz Kraft was a prominent winemaker in the earliest days of St. Helena in the period around 1860. His vineyards 

and winery were on the west side of town on Madrona Avenue. The iconic old native stone winery is now a cellar 

for the acclaimed Spottswoode Winery and most of the original old vineyards have been replaced – except for an 

old patch to the north of the winery that is part of the family estate of Bill and Margie Hart.  

 

Instead of tearing out the original Zinfandel and Petite Sirah vines that were planted in the 1890s, Bill and Margie 

decided to go with the recommendation of vineyard guru Bill Pease who saw potential in the craggy, twisted plants. 

Bob Biale was brought in to assist and a project ensued to revitalize this rare swath of winemaking history. Bill and 

Margie agreed to sell all the fruit to Biale with the hope of one day being able to vinify and vineyard-designate this 

historic wine. Starting in 2002, drainage, irrigation, soil amendments, pruning, and inter-planting were utilized to 

bring the vineyard back to productive health, and in 2006 the wine had progressed to the point of being worthy as a 

new special bottling among the series of Biale Zinfandels. A number of Petite Sirah vines were also part of the 

vineyard and wine from those grapes has the potential to become a Biale bottling as well. 

 

Vintage Notes: A long, warm summer and mild finish to the season. The beginning of the 2019 growing season 

was defined by copious rainfall and late soil moisture. The long, warm summer saw very few extreme heat events, 

with foggy mornings setting the stage for vibrant and expressive wines. The long, relatively mild finish to the 

season, not without its moments of unpredictability, helped to preserve freshness and finesse in the fruit with 

abundant hang time teasing out great color, structure and soft tannins. Volume is looking to be about average to a 

little less than average. All in all, exceptional fruit with bright acidity and ample texture promises an amazing vintage. 

 

Harvest Dates: 9-9-19 

 

Winemaking: The fruit was hand-sorted first in the field then again at the winery. Open-top fermentation and 

punched down three times per day. Pressed to Burgundian oak – 24% new.  Aged 11 months.   

 

Alcohol: 14.8%  

 

Winemaker’s Tasting Notes: This wine is a beautiful representation of true old vine Zinfandel from the heart of 

Napa Valley. Bold, ripe fruit with concentrated aromas and flavors of black berry, black cherry, dark plum, mocha 

and purple flowers. It has nice weight on the palate and gentle tannins with toasty barrel spices that build to a 

lengthy finish.  387 cases were produced. 
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